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Brief Description:  Concerning the development of residency training programs to recruit and 

retain primary care physicians in rural and underserved areas of the state.

Sponsors:  Representatives Haler, Klippert and Van De Wege.

Brief Summary of Bill
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Recognizes the severe shortage of family medicine physicians in rural and 
underserved areas of the state and that the lack of residencies is one factor limiting 
the recruitment of physicians.

Recognizes that partnerships between the School of Medicine at the University of 
Washington (UW) and licensed hospitals or medical clinics support the development 
and expansion of residencies.

Replaces the requirement that the Chair of the Department of Family Medicine 
determines where affiliated residency programs shall exist with a requirement to 
support the development of high quality, accredited, affiliated residency programs.

Directs the Dean of the School of Medicine to support the development of residency 
training programs in southeastern Washington in partnership with qualified hospitals.

Directs that $6.6 million be appropriated for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2015 
from the general fund for the School of Medicine at the UW.

Hearing Date:  1/17/14

Staff:  Madeleine Thompson (786-7304).

Background: 

A number of state and national reports have estimated shortages of physicians and other health 
care providers due to demographic changes resulting from an aging population and an aging 
health workforce.  In Washington, a 2012 research brief by the Office of Financial Management, 
found that at the sub-state regional level, there is insufficient primary care physician capacity to
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meet Medicaid expansion needs.  The brief reported that for five non-urban regions there is an 
insufficient capacity ranging from 20 to 60 percent.  Another factor affecting primary care 
capacity, and the availability of family medicine physicians, is the declining interest of medical 
students in family medicine and the increasing interest in specialty training.

A 2010 report of the WWAMI Rural Health Research Center (RHRC) finds that family 
physicians provide the majority of physician-directed medical care to rural and underserved 
areas.  Due to this, the supply of rural physicians depends largely on the number and capacity of 
family medicine residency training programs.  The RHRC report found that the volume of family 
medicine residency training has not kept pace with rural population growth or recent expansion 
of medical schools.

Summary of Bill: 

The Legislature recognizes the severe shortage of family medicine physicians in rural and 
underserved areas of the state and the challenges in recruiting and retaining these physicians in 
addition to other health care providers.  It is acknowledged that one factor limiting the 
recruitment of physicians is the lack of residencies available in the state and in certain rural and
underserved areas.  The Legislature recognizes that partnerships between the University of 
Washington (UW) School of Medicine and licensed hospitals or medical clinics willing to 
sponsor residencies will support the development and expansion of family medicine residencies 
in rural and underserved areas, such as southeastern Washington, and throughout the state.

The requirement that Chair of the Department of Family Medicine (Department) in the School of 
Medicine at the UW determines where affiliated residency programs exist is replaced with a 
requirement that the Chair of the Department support the development of high quality, 
accredited, affiliated residency programs.

The Dean of the School of Medicine is directed to support the development of residency training 
programs in southeastern Washington in partnership with qualified hospitals licensed in the state 
that are willing to sponsor primary care training.  A sum of $6.6 million is appropriated for the 
fiscal year ending June 30, 2015 from the general fund to the School of Medicine at the UW.  Of 
the total amount appropriated, $4 million is for expanding family medicine residencies in 
southeastern Washington and $2.6 dollars is for expanding family medicine residences 
throughout the state.

Appropriation:  The sum of $6,600,000 is appropriated from the State General Fund to the 
University of Washington School of Medicine. The sum of $4,000,000 is for expanding family 
medicine residences in southeastern Washington and $2,600,000 is for expanding family 
medicine residences throughout the state.

Fiscal Note:  Available.

Effective Date:  The bill takes effect 90 days after adjournment of the session in which the bill is 
passed.
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